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2; Gentile ; for there 55 noreſpett of Perſons with God. 


Particularly unto the Inhabitants of 
Wiltſhire, Glouceſterſhire and Briſtol. 


And to my Neighbours in and about Tetherton, 
Calloways, andthe adjacent Townsand Villages. 


By Charles M arſhall 


terg2 1; 8. And unto this People thou ſhalt ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord, behold 
I ſet before you the Way of Life, and the Way of Death, 

Prov. 6. 23. For the Commandment is a Lamp, and the Law is Light, and 

©» *he Reproefs of Inſtruttion are the Way of Life. 

». Prov.'q. 13. Take faſt bold of Inſtruttion, let her not go, keep her, for ſhe 

. 8s thy Life. 

AA ' 4 11, For we muſt all appear before the Tudgment Seat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive the things done in h1s Body, according t1 that be 
Bath done, whether it be good or bad, knowing therefore the Terrors of 

, «the Lord, we perſwade men, &c 


>; Rom. 2. 9, 10. Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every Soul of man that doth 


'% Evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo the Gentile; but Glory, Honowr and 
+ Peace to every man that worketh good, to the Jew firſt, and alſo tothe 
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A Tender Vliitation, &c. 


Friends, Neighbours & Country-men ; 

Mongtt whom I have had my Converſation (in 

A times paſt) 1a the tear of the Lord Gol of Hea- 
ven and Earth (and now being & Sutferer in this 

Priſon for Jeſus Chrift's ſake) I am conſtrained in his 
tender Love to viſit you by theſe Lines, ſtirring you 
up to a texder and ſerious Examination and Conſideration, 
What Way on are walking in ? \ecing there is but Two 
Ways, as Chriſt Jetus faith, Mar. 7. 13, 14. Enter ye in 
at the trait Gate, for wide is the Gate and broad is the Way 
that leadeth to Deſftruttion, and wany there be that go in 
thereat ; becauſe ſtreight is the Gate and narrow # the Way 
that leadeth unto Life, and few there be that find it. Now, 
commune with your own Hearts, and be truly ſtill in 
your Minds, and ſay unto your own Souls, What Way job 22. 15. 
are we walking in ? For Chriſt Jeſus here takes no notice of 
the many Ways and Profeſſions of Religion, both among 
Jews and Gemriles, bur plainly concludes all People walk- 1, 45, 17. 
ing in one-of thele Wayes, namely, the wide Gate and 
broad Way, or the freight Gate and narrow Way. Its true, prgy. 
there are now many Wayes and Profeſſions of Religion 
in this Age of the World, but now, as then, they are 
all concluded under theſe two, The Way of Life and the Rom. 8. 6- 
Way of Sin and Death. And as theſe Two Wayes are con- proy. 
trary one to another, ſo are the Fruits different that are jay, g. . 
brought forth by. Men and Women walking in theſe 1. © _ 
Wayes. All that are walking in the broad Way, are WIE 
A' 2- brznging 
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| (4) 
bringing forth the Pruits of the broad Way, whichare, 
Matt. 15. Wrath, Murder, evil Thoughts, Adulteries, Thefts, falſe 
As 20. Witneſſes, Blaſphemies, which the A poltle alſo ſumming 
" Re '2> up together, faith, are theſe, Adulteries, Fornications, 
* Mark. OUncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, 
N:iobbours, Variance, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, Hereſies, 
Revelling, Emnvyings, Murders, Drunkennefs, Revelling *, and ſuch like; 
and faith, that they which do ſach things, ſhall not inherit 
: John 15.2. the Kzn2dom of God : Now thele are the Fruits of rhe 
broad Way, and of thoſe walking therein. And this 
Way is calied Broad becauſe here men nay walk in their 
P: ov. 4. 15, Sins and Iniquities, in the Pleaſures and Vanities of their 
I6, Minds ; and the Gate is wide to receive all that ſpend cheir 
precious Times, both Morning and Evening of their 
Plal. 86 21. Day, and not in the Fear, Awe and Dread of the holy 
God : And here the Multirude, as aforeſaid, walk in 
Prov. 15. 9, this Way ; for the Enemy of Mankind, the Devil, cares 
_ not what men may profeſs, in words, of God, Chriſt, 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Religion and Worſhip, while 
they continue walking in the Broad Way, which leads to 
Prov. 4- 19. his Kingdom of Darkneſs. Hence it was that the great 
MAtt. 15.7, God by his Servants, the Prophets and Apoſtles. teſtified 
29. againſ{ their Worſhips arid Performances, and that of 
ſeveral things, which were once commanded; \nd why ? 
ye may ſee it was, they had forſaken the Right Way of 
the Lord, and were performing their Worſhip .in the 
Plal. 146 9. ſame Nature, Spirit and Waythey were ſigning in againſt 
God ; their Hearts were corrupt and Conſciences defiled, 
f nd hecomplains by Iſaiah (chap. 65. 2.) F have ſpread 
out my Hands all the day unto a Rebellious and Gain-ſaying 
People. which walk in a Way that wis wot goor, after their 
few: $0.6 OH Flearts : This Way that was not good, was the 
' "Broad Way, 1n which they were, as now many are 
walking 
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walking in, nowrichfiandiog all their out-ſide profefſion + 

of Religion: and as faith the Lord by his Prophet I/aiah, 

chap. 1. V. 11, 12,13, 14, 15, 16, 17. To what purpoſe 

the m«:{titiide of your Sacrifices unto me, ſaith the Lord? [ 

am full of Burnt-offerings, of Rams and the fat of fed Beaſts, 

and. 1 delight not in the blood of Bullecks, or of Lambs, or of 

the Hee-Goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath re- 

quired this at our hand, to tread my Courts? Bring no 

more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abomination to me ; the 

New Moons and Sabbaths,” the calling of Aſſemblies I cannot 

away with; it is INTIQUITT, even the ſolmn 

Meeting ; your New Moons, and your Appointed Feaſts my 

Soul hateth, they are a trouble unto me, 1 am weary to bear 

them. And when ye ſpread forth your hands, Iwill hide mine 

Eyes from you ; yea, when ye make many Prayers, I will not 

hear ; your hands are full of Blood. Waſh ye,make ye clean, 

put away the Evil of your Doings from befare mine Eyes, 

ceaſe to do Evil, karn to do well ; ſeek Tudgment, relieve 

the Oppreſſed, plead for the Widdew, &c. So you may fee, , 

that no Performances of Worſhip, or, Service, were any ,, oy - = 
yl y <5» 20, 

longer acceptable in the ſight of God, -than' they were 2,, 

pertcrmed by Men and Women. walking in the Way of ifa. 55. 7. 

the Lord, denying themſelves, and- cleaving tothe'good 

Spirit of. God, which the Lord ſaid by his Propher, he 

gave to inſtrutt and guide them, but they (ſaith the Lord) 

rebelled againſt it. This is the broad Way Adam and Eve _ 3- 17. 

through Degeneration went into, when they diſobey'd., 

God, and tranſgreſſed his Righteous Law and Com- ,g 

mandment. This is the Broad Way that Cain walked in, Gen. 4. 7,8 

when he flew his innocent.” Brother Aze/; This is the ; 

Way that the O11 World walked in, when they had Gen. 6. 5» 

through diſobedience turned aſide, ſo as that the Lord 6» 7: 

laid, 21y ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man; and it Gen, 6. 3. 


woperted 


* 43+ 273 


7 


(6) | | 
repented the Lord that he had made Man on Exrth, and it 
grieved him at his' Heart. This is the Broad Way in which 
Iſrael walked when they had forſaken the Lord, the Feun- 
13* tains of their living Mercies, and provoked him to- Anger 

both in the Wilderneſs and through ſeveral Generations, 
| as you may read in the Prophets, whom the Lord ſent to 
1 Cor. 10, teſtifie againft them. T his is the Broad Way the Seribes 


Jer. 17. 


22. and Phariſees were walking in, notwithſtanding ali their 
Pſal. 1:9, great Profeſſions of Religion, who k:lkd the Lord of Life 
104. and Glory, Chriſt Jeſus. This Broad Way is that which 


Vat. 27.46: the apoſtatizing Chriſtians walked, and are walking, 
Jude 11. Which Fade-pronounced Wo againſt, becauſe they walked 
in the Way of Cain. It was a going out of the Narrow 
Way of Obedience, and walking in the Broad Way of 
Diſobedience that brought the Judgments, Playues and 

Lamcn. 2. Calamities, Miferies; Exhauftings and Depopulations of 

Nations and Kingdoms from Adam's day to this day : 

*T'was going out of the arrow Way of Obedience into the 

Broad ay of Diſobedience,that brought Miſery ©n Adam, 

Gen.4.11,12 tÞE Curſe on Cain, Deſtruttion by a Flood on the Old 

Gen. 6. 5, World, Judgwent on the Children of 1/74el in the Wilder- 

6, 7. neſs, and ſore Plagues and Calamities through ſeveral Ge- 

Exod. 32. 3, nerations, as you may read even all along inthe Prophets; 

4,5»6- and then what befell Fer»/a/er and that People, and ſince 

1/2. 34: 12 through the Ages and Generations to this day ? 

34:39% Now having in ſhort ſaid ſomething of the Broad Way, 
and Wide Gate, and of the Walkers therein ; I am to 
write ſomething of the Narrow Way and Srreight Gate, 

Jobn 14. 6. which Chrift Jeſus ſaith, fewFzd : This is the Fay called 

Jer. 6. 16. in Scripture the Antient Way of Holineſs, and is called 
Narrow, and the Gare Streight, becauſe no double-mind- 

James 1.8. eq Mancan walk therein. For all mankind, that come 

Provy.10.29.t0 walk in this way, muſt leave their In:quities _— | 

» ar. 


Gen. 3. 17, 
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for there is no coming out of the Bra«d-into the N; Jer. 10.23 
but by purring off (as the Apoſtle ſaith) the Old Men wit Enheſ 
his Deeas ; and thisis effefted by adhearing, joyning and PEN 
obeying the Grace that came by Chriſt Teſs l hich the IS. 
Apoſtle faith, bringeth Salvation, teacheth to deny Ungadli- ,, - *® 
meſs, and worldly Laſts, and not only fo, but leads into a 
living Godly, Righteouſly and Soberly in this preſent 
World: This makes manifeſt the Broad Way, gives 2 
ſenſe of the DeſtruCtion it leadsto, and leads out of it in-1fa. 30. 20, 
to the Narrow Way. And albeit this Hay is narrow, and 21. 
the Gate ſtreight to mankind in the Fall and Alienation 
from God, walking in the Broad Way,jhaden withSixs, as Jer.22. 36. 
before-mentioned, yet as Men and Women come out of 
the broad Way, and from delighting in Unrighteouſneſs, 
and come to delight in following the I:amb -of God, 
Chriſt Jeſus by his Spirit, who leads the Obedient on 
in the bleſſed work of Regereration, he will ſee that the IC 
Way of the Lord is a pleaſant Way, and the Fuft man's © 42: 16- 
Path a ſhining Light, that ſbineth more and more to the per- p,,, 4.18 
Fett Dsy, and ſo ſhall drink of the Brook of Comfort and 
Conſolation by the way, and ſay with volomon ; Invhe Ch. 12. 38, 
Way of Righteonſnefs i Life, and in the Path-Way thereof 
there is no Death : ( Mark, ] Life to the Soul, is Death to Ch. 13. 15. 
Sin ; here the Ranſomed by the precious Blood of Chrift. 
Teſus return to Sox, with everlaſting Joy upon their 


Heads. 
But now all that come to walk in the freight Way, and Heb. 10.20, 


efiter in at the ffrezght Gate, muſt take up the Croſs of "PEE 

Chriſt Jeſus daily, and deny themſelves; and in the ftrength , 4: a *3» 

received by the heavenly Grace of God reſift and with- " 

ſtand all the Temprations of the Devil, who Tempts moſt 

to that Sin and Iniquity, he knows Man is moſt prone 

to: but when he comes to Tempt, and thy mind c_ Prov. 2.7,8. 
Cl 


Mat. 19.28. 


"A 


CI ae his, ie MI | red ni 
xPet. 2.9. ciſed in the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, thou ſeeſt his Tempras 
tions, and thy Souls Deſires and breathing Supplications 
aſcend to the Lord God of Strength, for the lituing up'of 
his ſpiritual Standard in thy Soul againit the Temptations 
'and power of the Enemy in every ev:/ Thought and Incli- 
pation, in which the Enemy worketh firſt. And there- 
fore in Matt. 15, ver: 18. thou- mayſt read, Chritt Jeſus 
put Evil Thoughts firſt, before Wrath, Murther and Adal- 
James 1.15. #7, &C. for there is a time of Sins Concerving in the in- l 
| ward parts, before bringing forth and finiſhing, whichthe 
Apoſtle obſerving, ſaith, When i +5 finiſhed, it brings 
forth Death ; for the Wages of Sin is Death,. but the Gift of 
God « Eternal Life through Jeſws Chriſt, &c. 
Now the holy Light and _—_ Grace of .God gives : 
John 11 the ſight, and makes a diſcovery of Sin in itsfirſt ariſing, 
even when the power 'of the Enemy worketh to Tempt 
and Allure man, and draw him aſide : but now white it | 
James 1.14. 15 only in the Temptation, and man in the. Spirit of his 
mind not joyned to the Temptation, it is not charged as 
James 1-12- 5; - but when man gives up and cloſeth with. the Temp- 
13. PE : ET "II | 
| tation, 1o as to obey it, then 1s Sz finiſhed, and brings 
Rom. 6. 16. forth Death: For his Servants ye are (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
whom ye obey, whether it ts of fin unto Death, or of - Righ- 
reouſneſs unto Life. ; 
Now read here a little Neighbours and Country-men, 
How far reacheth your Experience in this Narrow Way, | 
ht 6 where Men and Women with their fs 'cannot walk ? 
—wwky ob for this is the Holy Way and. Divine Path, that man finds 
'+: '**jn his coming out of fin, and departing from all I»- 
quity. But ſome will be ready to ſay, * If we ſhould 
* hearken to this Counſel, and obey the. Grace of Goa, 
Tit. 2. 11,* thou art direQting.to, which brings Salvation, which 
12. * the Apoltle ſays, Teaches to deny all Ungodlineſs and 
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«worldly Lofts; "nd not only {0,, but-it briokss-@6\liverias. 
* berly,Godlily and Righteoufly in this preſent evil Workd and 
* ſo teacheth to for/abe the: Dewil and alli hit Works, mhe 
* Pamps and V anities of this evil ' World; 82d: all the fiuftl 
* Laſts of the Flſb, which many have promilettia: theit |. he? - 74 
© Baptiſm, o called ; and ſo have our whole Converfi =» "el. 34 
* tion changed, and become other men, not walking it ©  \ 
* the way moſl of our Gonmery-T ors or Village waltelag © > Q SAFER 
© we fear we ſhould'becore:a' Br-Hord and Scorn of aid 3: 2 not 
{Neighbours and Arquaiatance; nay, we ddnbt-'ou pal. 27.10, 
*Kindred and near Relations would forſake us, and-wo 11, 12, |. _ 
ſhould. become as ſtrangers unto them, and loſe thieir 2" 
©Reſpett, and it may be; lo& our Imaloy and.[krade,'.and , 
© endanger a diſappointment on” out! ſelves: of: the exper ;. . x 
ACtation:we. had from; fore Relations ; . and {kauld/we 1 
©go to Markets and Fairs, and uſe-but. few and /avowy 
*Words in our Dealing, as the fear of the'Lord. teacheth; 
© and refuſe to dr/»& to Exceſs, beyond. 'what' Nature:-re* pſa). 5.8.12; 
" quires for its-nonriſhment and refreſhment, and\not/be' <* = 
« I/aiply Merry, 2s 1a times paſt we were, ſhould beta: 
© Derifionand a By-Word, and (corned by.fuch who have *5%Y 3-13 
© been-our Companionsin thoſethings in times paſt : Andipeo 1 1g, 
* this might be very hard to bear, :not only to us: but! ©! 
* alſo ſome neareſt Relations. I Pri gn 7 butail BIT 

\Towhigh I Anſwer: any ſbould meet with ſuch/ 

Exeroiſcs as theſe, for turning from Sin. and Evil, and pc 139: 24. 
ceaſing to walk-inthe Brozd Way, which many. walk in; | 
as, aforeſaid, there is no cauſe. to: be diſcouraged: ..forg,,,. 
thoſe, faith the Scripture, that depart from Iniqurty, mats = 


Pſal. 24. 1. 


2 ' 


themſelves 4 Prey ; And the Setvants ot the Lord werethe py, 5g. 12. 
ſong of the Drunkard : And the Apoſtle faith, Whtrein 

they think it ſtrange that you' run.not with then to the ſame” ©4112, 
exeeſs of Rios, ſpeaking _ ; who ſball. give an Ac- 5141 5: 
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Pal. 53.1 1, court to hime that is veady to judge the Quick and Dead: "$0 
look over all the Reproaches you meet - with for Righte- 

Prov. 2. 12, ®Wnels fake: For ye-may remember how Chriſt Jeſus 
13 the Lord was Reproached, tor toHowing whom yt'may 
Pfal. 71. 7. be reproached. But after ye are exerciled'in the Narrow 
Pfal. 51. 8 Wa, taking up the Croſs of Chriſt Jeſus (deſpiling the 
Mark 8. 34- ſhame) you will feel that Soul-ſatisfattion, inward. Peace 
Luke 9. 23-and divine Conſolation, that willadminiſter that heavenly 
Rom. 8. 18: Comrexr, that will our-ballance all Exercifes and Tryals: 
= ef this Nature; fo that you will have often cauſe to 
* ife-the-Lord, and to ſay, He is good, and abounding 

< ”_ J" iy bis Love and Tender Mercies over the workmanſhip of his 
24h own. Herd, who hath viſited our 'Souls when we were 
Ron. 3. 16, Poſting on' in the Brod Way"of Deſtruftion, ane had 
7. ho. a'Profefion (by the hearing of the Ear) of God,Chriff 
: and his Kzzgdom, Scriptures, Religion, and once a Week 
confeſſing,” * We were miſerable Sinners, erring and ffray- 

, . '<ong fromthe right Wayof the Lord, but knew not the 
AAS 3: 19. Tyue Repent ance; ''which is 'alwayes accompanied-with 
 --» "true forfaking Sin and !niquity. * But-the Go# of the* 
Altst7: FHebrews hath met with us,- who beheld -us as Bond-Sleves 
. 30437 *- in ſpiritual Egype,” andhe hath'vifited our Souls with- his 
Joh.1.1,2,3, heavenly Morning of Light, by which: we have ſeen'our” 
+1556,7, 8 ſinful Ways and Life in Iniquity; | and vaiti 'Worſhips, 
which was ſe: fat from being! performed inthe Spryze, 

Like that we were ſome: :of that number in' our Pariþ 
| Luke 16.16. (4,.« deſpiſed the Spivir, and-mocked- them thar worſhip 
_ in it, which is the Antient Worſhip Chriſt Jeſus ſet up 

above ſixteen hundred years ngo, as ye may treat, Jefus 

Tobn 4s zz, {ndiunto the Women, . he hour cometh, : and now is, the 
24 x es ſhall warjbip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth; for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſbip him; for God 
is «Spirit, and-they that worſbip-him, muſt worſhip him in-- 

Gs; fprris 
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Spirit aud in Truth, So we ſee now, that all HYorſbip not OY 
performed thus in the Spirie and Trath, hath no Accep» 
tance with the holy, righteous and equal Gyd of tender 
Mercies and Compaſſions, through whoſe 'favour .we 
contemn and delpiſe all the Reproaches for his Nameslake, Heh. ; 1.26. 
rather chuling to ſuffer Reproaches with a People truly 1 Pet. 4. 14. 
fearing God, and. eſchewing Evil, rhan live in the, Ples- 
ſures of Sin, which ts bat > A 4 ſeaſon, ang then. eads/in 2 The. x. 
Torment, Pains, Miſeries and Aitoniſhment beyond all 6» 7, 8, 9. 
expreſhons of Words, &c.. Now where any poer. tra- Luke 16.23, 
velling Souls -are thus exerciſed 'in coming out. of the *+ 25 28, 
Broad Way into the Narrow Way of Life Eternal, and: in> .-: 
wardly waiting. on the Lord, , receiving the InſtruQion 
of his Heavenly Gift, ſuch will ſee and underſtand more proy.1o, 17, 
and more of the Heavenly #reight Gate, and narrow Way, | 
and it will be wy more and more eaſie and delightful to 
the Obedient; . ſo that ſuch will Experience what Chriſt 
Jeſus faith, Take:my Toke 0n, you and learn of me, for I. ane ar: 
meek, and lowly in Heart, and ye ſhall find Reſt unto your ,_* 9 
ſouls, for my Toke #s eaſje and Burthen light. The Yoke and 
Burthen of Chriſt Jeſus is indeed when the Mind *© 
is ſubjeed uato the ſaving Grace of God, , which teach» ' : |. 
eth, as I mentioned before, what to deny, and how to Ephel. 2. 5, 
walk, ſ0as thou mayſt have an anſwer of Peace, in plea- 5.7 5: 
fing God the Fountain of all our Mercies: and \then ,*_* **%: 
when any mock or /coff, thou wilt remember, thou w Je 
walking once in // s way of Scaffing, as they are, and 
thou wilt pity them, aod thy Soul will- be concerned 
for thy Neighbours, Relations and Arquaintance, crying to Fg 
the Lord, that as he has viſited thy Soul through his 
Grace, that brings Salvation, and {ſhewed_ thee Kind- | 
neſs, ſo he would do for thy Neighbosrs. . And this leads | 
into the Chriſtian Nature.and Spirit, ot #0, render, Evil. ”; 
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Rorr, 11. 
29, 29. 
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1 Pet. 3. 9. for Evil, Anger for Anger, Scoffing and pang for 


the ſame; but 'Good for Evil, Love for Hatred; Pray 
ing for them as Chriſt Jeſus did ; Favher, forgive them, they 
know not what they do. : 
So following this meck Lamb of God, the Saviour of 
Mankind, thou wilt have an encreaſed ſight of the dif. 
ference between a Chriſtian in Name, and a Chriſtian in 
Nature: A Chriſtian in Name is fuch' that have only an 
outſide Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, God, -Chrift, the Scrip- 
tures and Religion, drawing near to the Lord with the 


Ifa. 29. 13. Lips, and honouring him with the Mouth, whilſt 'the 
Mark 7.6. Heart is going after Sin and Vanity, and is far from 


Righteouſneſs, &c. A Chriſtian in Name and Profeſfion 
of Chriſtianity only, is a Talker of the narrow Way and 
freight Gate, but is a Waker in the brozd Way, having a 
Name to live; but is dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes. But 
a Trae Chriſtian in the divine Nature 1s Circumciſed in- 
ward, and isa Jew i7ward, onethat is born again, with- 
out which Chriſt Jeſus ſaith, there cannot be an entring 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; fo is really changed in 
Nature, and cut off from the wi/d4 Olive, and planted in. 


Jou 15: 11-45 thetrue Vine; the Divine Nature, from whence Fruits 


-of Chriſtianity are brought: forth: here the Circumciſion 
is not that of the Fleſh, barthat of the Spirit: A Chriſtian in 
the Drvine Natare is one that hath followed the Lamb in 
the Regeneration, and {0 hath pyt off theevil corrupt Na- 
ture, and now appears amongſt men in /mpliciey, bring. 
ing forth' the Fruits of the Spitit, Love, Joy, Peace, Long- 


Gal. 5 20. [ufſering, Gentleneſs, Grodmſs, Faith, Meekneſ%, Tempe- 
25. 22, 23, ance, Aercyand good Will ro mankind, And fo perſeve- 


ring in the Way of the Lor!, thy Experience will in- 
creaſe in the knowledpe of the Foor-ſteps of the Flock of 


Cant. 1.8. Chriſt Jeſus, ſeeing firſt how thou waſt turhed from 


Darkneſs 


4 


(17) . ' 

Darkneſs unto the marvelous Light-of 'God's Holy-Day, As 26. 1$ 
with which thy Heart was ſearchel, . and fin became 
exceeding {inful, 2nd nnexprefſibly burdehſom. And 
then thy Soal cryed- dar in diftref unto the Lord Cod "RO 
for Delrveraxce, who harh heard rhe'Cry of the poor in © EF 
ſpirit, and ſighing of the needy, and made bare his de- 
livering Arm, and 1n due time gave Remiſſon of fin, 
and-'a blotting out of Tron: ' And; then Times Ads 3. 19. 
of Refreſbment 'came from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
fromthe Glory of' his divine Power, that hath wrought 
eFeQually for the cutting off from the W:4d Olive, and 
broyght thee qut of the Broad Way, and planted thee into 
the heavenly Vine of Life” (that, is the Way) and made 
thee Branch of the heavenly Vine, daily receiving hea- 
vehly'Sap' and divine Virtue from this heavenly holy 
Root ; and then lets thee fee thy daily ſpiritual incum- 
bant Duty, which, is, to abide inthe Vine, Chriſt Jeſus, Joh. 2 5.445. 
Fer | as the Nataral Branth rannot bring fort Fatt, exceps 
vt abide in the! nuturd! Vine, no more 1p thy bran forth 
Prixit to/God (acceptable except they abide in the Razenb, 
Vine, ke Jeſus. OM 815 " oy po 

So Neighbours and Coyntry-men, thus coming out of the 
zee Way in and Tilly, 0d. T4 in, the Mart 

row Way of RighteoufheR and Hbfinels, Yollowing "ben 7: 

the' Lamb of God,” Chrift Jefhs, -in the: Regeneration, 
ye ars fitted for his glorious Kingdom; and they are 
indeed bleſſed «that are 'come to that ſtare” (who can in phij, , », 
ruth) ay, Foy them 6 £2e ic VIP, 4nd to dp, gn 
Surely theſe bs off the ſing of ed fleſh, the ol 
Man with his Deeds, and have put on. the New Man, 
who 35 created after God, in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. For Epheſ.4.24. 
gur Life here 1s very uncertain}. and 'momentary, fo that | 
when we liedown in the Evening, we mad of 
riſing 


14 
riſing in theMorning; and when we riſein the Morning, 
weare uncertain we ſhall live until the Evening : ſo as 
the Seryants of God ſaid, . Our Life « like Water ſpit 0u 
\the Ground, that cannot be gathered up again; it is like unto 
a Weavers ſhuttle quickly diſplayed and cut off ; and like the 
trace of a Bird through the Air. 
Well therefore, ſince our Life is ſo uncertain, and 
_ Death ſo certain, deer Country-men and Neighbours, in 
the tender Bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, I beſeech you, for 
your own popr Souls ſake, whilſt you have time (a very 
ittle time). /o to number your days, and remember your 
Plal. 90.12. latter End, as to apply your hearts to that heavenly 
Wiſdom, which, teacheth;and inſtruferh to walk. in 
the. Narrow ' Way of, Self- Denyal, - which leads .to 
Life Eternal : that when-the Meſſenger of Death comes, the 
18. 14 "yg Of Terrors (toall Evil Doers) it may meet with 
nt you walking in the Way of Life that endures forever, 
Job. 14 6-Which will be the Comfort, Joy aod SatizaBtionof all 
Men and. Women that have prizcd their precious tim 
that' God. Almighry hath given | them. in the Riches © 
his Infinite Love, to obtain the heavenly Tranſlation 
Col. 1. 13, Out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of 
his dear Faje " rift Jeſus, SN RETeNy, 20 jog "ar 
'" Hour, , that w 1 poching g but DEATH is; cxped 
wo 146-42 every Moment, | thy Breath in "thy Noftrils With- 
Jy Oe drawing, and thy dear Relations, Friends and Acquaint- 
ance are about thy Death - Bed, Mourning and Lament- 
ing, thou canſt'comfort them with telling thy | /pirituel 
Experience, that. thou art paſſed from. Death untq Life 
Joh. 5- 24- ſpiritually, ,and that thou art aſſyred, when this Earthly 
Tabernacl is diſſolved, thou baſt an Houſe from Hea- 
2 Cor; 5. 1, ven made without hands eternal in the Heavens, an 
22:4. Eternal. Immoral Manſon of Joy.and Ever -bleſed 


nels ; 


Job 7.6, 


bs 


Fi 


| { (ng ) | 

neſs; that having fought the good" Bight, chou- haſt _ 
overcome Sin, Death, Hell and/ the Grave,' through him n L, _— 
that hath loved and redeemed: thee 'with his 'precious 4 
Blood, Chrift Jeſs, the King of Erernal Glory ; and! 

the Seal of God's Favour 'is uponthy Soul, and the Joy, 

of his Salvation on thy ſpirit : And calle thy Neigh- yeh, [1.25 
bours that are 1gnorant of this precious Work ; : ©.Oh, 

« Neighbours !.do-nut contertt/your ſelves withithe Plea- 

*{ures of Sin Which are but for a ſeaſon(Oh ! a little ſeaſon 
© indeed) | and loſe your own fouls, - and be ſhut out of 

* the Paradiſe of God ; -Oh ! but redeem your time, ſpend 
*no more of it inſin and Iniquity, in vaigand fooliſh Diſ- 
* courſes; 'but prize everyhour,” walking in the Narrow | 
© VIfay, that ye may entet in" at-the frar Gaze into the \atthew 7. 
*Kingdom of Joy and Immortal Glory, where” the Re-1 Pet.1. 8. 
* deemed enjoy endleſs Bleffings of Peace, and unſpeaka- 
©ble Conſolations, in the beholding the Amiable, Cle. 
"ſtial Beauty of him+ who fits- at the kmmortal 'Table of 
divine Vove; laying, Eat; 'O'Friends, awil dink, O: Friends, Cant. 5. 
of the Breax of 'Life,- and let youri ſouls be-{wtisfied wath ths. 

fatneſs of the Hauſe of God. - Oh ! Here (in'this Kingdom)- 

is an end of all Pains, Sorrows, Burdens, . Tears, -Con-,, 
fiQszs+ Cruelties' of Wicked Men, an end of Intumanyy,. woe 
Ungodly Impriſonments, arid here the Redeethed of the. 7D 
Lord are out of the reach of all cruel'Hard-hearted-men; 

ea, here the' Weary are at Reſtinan Immortal Sabbath, 

holding him who is a Fountain of Gardens, and Well of Cant. 4 1 5. 

living Waters and divine ſtreams; And here the New 
Sony is fung before the Throne of God in the'fpringing 
up of endleſs encreafing Joy, and divine Refreſhments, 


in which ariſeth Bleffings and Glory, Wiſdom &*Fhanks. Rev. 7. 12. 


givings : Honour, Power and Might be unto our Ged 
oreyer and evermore, Amen. 


A 


| i chers of ChriftJeſus,- and. whic 


£165 ) 
purs.and. Coy: -men, who may have 
-are-true. Prophets, Miniſters or Tea- 
mT falls Prophets, Mi- 
niſterg and Teachers of 'Antichriit;: face. there have been 
both through many Ages of the. World ; unto allſuch 
I make, this friendly, reaſonable-and Chriſtian Propoſi- 
tion, namely; to. do like the noble. Bereavs, (who were 
deſirpus of Truth): Jearch the pc x9 from Gemeſis the 
firſt to Revelatons the laſt, and maxk;.in what Way they 
walked, and what Fruits they brough t forth that were 
true Prophts , Minifters or Teachers, both under 
the Law: and Prophets ;and-on [the other hand, what 
Way they[ walked. uiaod what Fruits:they brought forth, 
that manifeſtly. were>dedared to be the falſe; rophets, 
Miniſters: Teactiors;: by the true Prophets, Chriſt 
Jefus and his Apoltles; ſo-may ye ſafely conclude, thoſe 
that walk.in the way of the-true, and brings forth the 
Fruits: of 'the ern Miniſters; efiChriſt;!Jeſus-to-he now 
true ;-and thoſk falſe. pow'\thar walk/.in'the Way: arid 
Footſteps of the falſe | Prophets.and Minifiers- of Anti- 
chriſt. $0 ſearch the Scriptures, inthe ſpitit'ef Truth, 
_ Jeads into all Truth,- and-receive Chriſt Jeſus's Pre- 
pt; Hat. 17. 112,14 about theffwighs Gard and) nemvvir' 
Wa. > 9 mrs _ Love —— mY 
werſ.1'5 owing; 'he ſaith, Bewere Nr 0g 
(v.16 ) Te ſhall Nook them by their as &c; 


 friaidn 
any doubt: whj 


rue. Miniſters. Ng Fall Miniſters; F- 
.C balk: them forth to | . "Thus, ſaith the. Lord cox- 
prench' the j 058 ages God, | cerning: the Prophets that make. 


4 a The Frogs rraly fs | 7 People err, that bite with 
igreat "4 + - _ 
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- 1 Rape ws 
/ bes amples to the 
- flock, 1 Pet, 52,3, - Read 
' Mat.10.7,14. Luke 3: +5: 
#, 10.10,tr. Afts 2:17.18. 


2 Pim, 620,11 9 Ti'2, 


\ Jer-$7-24 


great, but the Labourers are 
few, pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the Harveſt, that he 
world ſend forth Labourers 
into bis Harveff; go your 
weyes, behold I ſend you forth 
a Lambs among VWotves, car- 
ry neither Purſe nor Scrip;wor 
Shoes; and into whatſoever 
houſe ye enter, firſt ſay, Peace 
be A this ro fl7 if the 


fon o e be there, your * 
ot Arr / ye clathe you with the Wool; ye 


peace ſhall reſt vpon it, if not, 
if ſhall return to 901 again, 
Luke 9. 2,3. ch. 16. 2, 3,4» 
The Elders which ave anos 


| TC I'exhort to feed the floc | 


God which is among you, 


' wot Z conſtraint but willingly, 
not for filt 


by Lucre,, but of 4 
ready mind ; neither as being 
over Heritage, 


>, 20.3374 Rom.12,7,8. 


-to17. 1Cor,2.13,14. c.4. | 
' $4 1O, 11,12. + 
-'g Cor, }. 5,6. Col. 1. 25, 


, 9, 18, 19. 
Thef: 2.9; 2 Thel. 3. 8. 


24. #6, 4-2: 1 Peti4.10,1t, 


(17) 


Falfe Miniſters, 

their Teeth,avd ery Peace, aud 
he that putteth not into theiy 
Months, they even prepare 


War againft bim ; the heads * 
thereof judge for Reward, and 
the Prieits thereof teach for 
Hire,antt the Prophets thereof 
divine for Money, Mica. 3.5, 
Wo be to the Shepherds of 
Iſrael; that feed theme lwes; 
ſhould nop the ſhepherds feed 
the flock? Te eat the fat, and 


kilt them that are fed, but ye 
feed nor the flock, &c. Exck. 
14 2, 3,42 5+ Allo, read 

al. 94. 3,4; T[a.46.10,11. 
Jer.” 2:8, ap; 5-25 tO 31, 
<, 14:13,14,15, <, 23-11, 
I 3,14,15,16,21,25,20,30, 
3.1» 32, 33» 34» 6, 27+ 16, 


| ch. 29.8, ch.32-32. ch, 37. 


19. Eack.t3-2:3r4:5/457-0, 
Q,10,17. ©: 34+ 23 334550; 
7,8, &C. Zeph. 3. 4, Mat, 
6. bl ch. 7,15,16. <<, 23. 
78,17, 14. Mark 12, 38, 
39, 40. ch. 13, 22. Luls 
6.2%, John 19, 12, 13, 
2 Pet. 2.1, 2, 3,4 4.2, 
3-4- 1 John4 1, 1;Tim, 
6. 3>4» 5+ 4-12, Judg 
Ver. 11, 16, 

A 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


A Mcmoraal of the Tender Mercies of the 
Lord #ntoBriftoi's [nhabitan's, with 
gn [aviation to, and Li{mentation 
over them. 


tenderly dealt with by him ! how good hath the 
rciful Compaſſionate God been unto thy Inhabitants, 
and to the Countries round about thee ! Its now many 
years fince ye were exerciſed with the $vord and Peſti- 
lence, ſfigce which, how many Favours haft thou reccived 
and enjoyed in an abundant manner, from the hand of a 
tender merciful God! Thou haſt been in thy Buiſeungs 
mueh enlarged, and thy Inhabitants much increaſed ; 
Corn, Wine and Oyl , with Riches, -and abundance 
of the good. Creatures, even all things necelfary 
hath the Lord. God Almighty given thy Iobabitagts.. 
And ia the ſeaſon.he ſtretched out, his, hood Fo. - the 
Metropolitan of this Nation, aad with. the dreagtul Ls & 
of the Piftilence took away Multitudes (even. many 
Thouſands) he ſhaked'his Hand-only over thee, taking 
away afew of thy Inhabitants, as a fatherly Threatniog, 
and then-giving. thy Inhabitants, (and many places in 
this, Land) an: opportunity and ſealoo. of wangerful 
Kindneſs and' great Mercy, to. fear and-dread his Great, 
| | Glorious, 


(Y: Briffol, Briffol ! a City favoured of the Lord, and 
c 


(19) 
Glorious and Terrible Name, and wonderful Power, end 
by that terrible Judgment provoke thy Inhabitants (with. 
the Thouſands of this Land every one tb repent, and 
turn. from the Evil of his Doings, and remove theſtums 
bling Block of their Iniquities, &:, And not only theſe 
Mercies and Favours hath the Lord extended to thy In. 
habitants, O City of Bxiftot ! which ſurely ye cannot bur 
confels upto; but he hath! ſhewn thy Inhabitants! a 
Mercy excecding all theſe, namely, he hath viſited you 
Dwellers. in that City with the Morning of his holy 
Day ſpringing from on High, and by his Caeleſtial gin 
hath ſhined in the Hearts of many, to give an Under- 
ſtanding of their ſtates inthe Separation and Alienation 
from: God, and ito beget' tender” Breathings: and Soul-: 
Pantings after the knowledge of 'Chriſt Jeſus, the Savi- 
our and Redeemer of 'Mankind ; for without the Know 
ledge of God, and Chriſt'Jeſus, whom he hath ſent, E- 
ternal Lite cannot be obtained. | Ye 
And this Day of \uncxpreſlible tender. Viſitation\froms' 
God Almighty, reached unto many.of thy Inhabitants, 
and awakened them inwardly to ſeek after the Knows 
ledge of Salvation, and to walk in the arrow Way, and: 
experience the. Work of God (before; mentioned in this 
little Treatiſe, &;.) Oh! how hath Wiſdom uttered her 
Voice in the ſtreets! She cryech in the chicf- places: of 
Concourſe; in the opening of the Gates in the City, ſhe 
uttereth her words, ſaying, ' Hoy long, ye ſimple Ones, will 
ye love ſumplicity,. ana ye Scorvers delight in ſcoring;' and: 
Fools hate ledge? Turn ye at my Reproof; beholll, I 
will pour out my Spirit unto you, I will make known my Words 
unto you. Indeed the Lord God of Lite and Glory hath 
through his Son Chriſt, Jelus called unto, and ſtretched 
out Jus; divine -Haad- roar and; Arm of Salvation + 
3 vat 


_ >. 
uiito- you ; and thus the Lord, in-unexprefible loving _' 
Kindneſs, hath dealt with thee, O Brsftal / ſparing thy - 
Inhabitants, and: tengthening out/the Day at his Love, + 
ſtretching out his Hand and Arm all the day long, and 
crying to you, as he did by his' Prophet to 1ſrzel, Hhy 
will ye dy?, O Houſe of Irael! ah! the Tendernels of a 
Long-iuftering God | ' How hath he waited on you, that | 
his Long-ſiutering migh lead to -Reperitance, and vour ' 
Turning, Repenting and Forlaking your fn and Iniqui- : 
ties that have grieved his good ſpirit, might have prevai- 
led with the Lord to ſpare you : Oh ! what ſhall T fa; 
of the deep Love and wonderful Kindneſs: of the Lok 
and his long waiting on you” but in the ſenſe and -Ad- 
miration thereof, ſay, Y/hs is like to the Lord? excellent © 


in Majefty, Almighty in "Power, Gloriows in Strength, and: - 
VVonderful in VViſdom and Mercy ! Well might the ' 
Prov. 1.24, ſervant of the 
25, 26. 


Lord cry-out and ſay, 0h! the Height, 
Length, Breadth and Depth of the Love of God in Chrif | 
Jefaa, to the Sons and Daughters of wen! of the extending 
of which Love, you the Inhabitants of that City have 
been large Partakers, &c. But now, O Inhabitants of 
that great City | how have ye an{wered the Lord for all 
his tender Mercies'and undeclarable loving Kindneſs ?- ' 
Hive you ſo hearkened to-the- Voice of Wiſdom, 2s to- 
break. off your fins -by true Repentance * Have you 
heard her cry, 'and' turned to the Lord? Have you 
loved Judgment, ; Truth and Righteouſpeſs ? Are 
ye of that Number that ſhall obt4in Merey, becauſe ye * 
are Merciful ? - In'a- word, Have ye anſwered the Re-- - 
quirings of Almighty God, and-prized' the-Dxy of your 
Viſitation, and all the- Mercies multiplied unto you, * 
honouring the great Creator -of Heaven. and Earth, -in- 
bringing forth. the Frunsof the Spirit, -Love; Joy,) Peare, 
| 6-3 Low: 


evilly requited* the Lord? Have'ye not . lighted the 


tender Day of his Loving-kiadnels ?' Are not your Sins | 
of a deep Die, 1and m_ Iniquities of a Crying Nature, 


likeunto the Sins of Sodom and Gomorrah, great and grie- 
vious? Aud are you not bringing forth Fcuits altoge- 


tliercontrary to thoſe of the Spirit, before: mentioned, +. 
which are - theſe, Adultery, Fornication ', Unileanneſs, "OS 
Laſcrviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witch-craft, Hatred, Variance, , * 3* 19% 


Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Herefics, Envying, 
Murder, Drunkenneſs, Revelling, as the Apoltle faith, 
they which do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kjngdom of 
God. Read, and conſider whether many of you, thy 
Irhab:tants, are not guilty of ſeveral of theſe grievous 
- Sins, ſummed up by the Apoſtle: Is not Violence in your 
hands, as.1t was in Nineveb? - Are not you cruelly Per- 
ſecuting and Imprifoning thoſe whoſe Cryes aſcend to 
Heaven, and are entred into the Ears of the moſt high 


Lord 'God of Sabbaths ? - Are not vain Lifeleſs Profeſſions 


and Prophaneſs multiplied inthee ? Oh ! confider theſe 
things, and be invited, in the Bowels of Chrift Jeſus, 
to,break off all theſe Sins by Repenrance, | and. turn'to 
the Lord God with all your Hearts, and Repent as the 
Inhabitants of Nraeveh did, who cried mightily to the 
Lord, and ſaid, Tea, let theme turn every man from the 
Ewil of his way, and from the Violence that is in their Flands ; 


who cap tell if the Lord will turn away from his fierce Anger, . 


that we periſh not ? but if ye ſhall ſtill go on, and perliſt 
inyour Iniquities, and reſiſt the Counſel of God againſt 
your ſelves, then hear the Voice of that Wiſdom that 1n- 


vited, and invites; Becauſe I have called, and ye bave re- : 


fuſed.; 1 have ſtretched out my Hand, and no man reear"- 


| (ot) 
Te mperante, &c. But, COS Brifol? liave you-nat - 


Prov. ! -244 
I, 26. 


©, 21. 


Pf. 2. I2. 


(22). 
but.ye have ſet «t naught all my Counſel, and would none of my 
Reproof”; 1 mill alfa laugh #t your Calamnities ; I will: ack 


when your Fear cometh as Deſolation, your Dcflrattion as 4 


Whirl-wind;; when Diſtreſs and Angaiſh cometh on you, then 
ſhall they call u#pon me, but I will not anſwer ; they Jon ſeek 
me early, bat the» [hall not find me, - that they hated 
Ky ovledge, and.did chuſe the Fear of the Lord ; they would 
noxe of my Counſel, therefore ſhall they eat of the Fruit of 
their own Way, and be filled vith their. own Devices, Ke. 
Ah poor Briffot| what Lameantation ſhall I take up over 
thee ?  Firit, in the Conſideration of the ynexprefſible 
Love, Mercy, Tender Dealings and Longelufering of a 
tender Father ; ſecondly,of chy Inhabitants grievous Sins, 
Ingraticude and great Provocation,which is a very ugſuit- 
able return to the Lord for all his teader Mergies: And 
thirdly, of thy deplorable eftate (on ſeveral canliderati- 
ons) but mourn over thee, in the Compaſſion» of. the 
Spirit of Chriſt. Jeſus, who when he-was come- near Je+ 
r«y/alem, he beheld the-City, and wept- over it, ſaying, 
If thou hadft- known, (even thou) '«t leaſt in this thy Day... 
the things which belong unto thy Peace, but now-they are hid 
from thine Bye &c, "My Soul is concerned for .you 
deeply, inthe ſence of the Lord's being angry-with' you,. 
betaule you have, and do continge-cofin/againf great. 
Mercies, yea, adding Sin unto $m,- Oh? of ref 
with to go on no further in the Broad Hay of DeitruCtion, 
before demonſtrated, leſt-you- provoke..the. Lord- more - 
and' more, and he pour forth-his Fary-like Fire, X 
Oh! Tohabitants of Brifob, - Awaks, Awake, high 
and Low, Rich and Poor, Male and Female, Bond and i 
Free, conſider your ſtates, in this Evening of .many of 
thy Inhabitants Day, before it be too late; Return, .r6. 
turn, and ferve the Lord with Fear and Te In 
dy 


(23) 
Son left he be angry, and ye perilh from the Way ;_ when his 
Wrath is kindled but a little, bleſſed are all they that put their 
Truft in him. Oh! that the Dread of the Moſt-High 
God might ſeize on your Spirits, to give you that ſence 
the Inhabitants of rhe City of Nizeveh had, and what 
Mercy and Kindneſs of the Lord followed the turning 
every man from the Evil of his Way, and from the Vio- 
lence that was in their Hand, might be thy Inhabitants 
lot, how ſhould my Soul rejoyce, and Spirit be right 
glad, and bow before the Lord God of the whole Earth 
in Humility, with Thanksgivings, &c, Bur if you will 
harden your Hearts, and ſtiffen your Necks, and will 
not hear, my Soul ſhall mourn in the ſight of your Di- 
ſtreſs that will overtake as Travail on a Woman, where- 
in your Faces will gather Paleneſs, your Hearts be filled 
with Anguiſh. 
Fleet- Priſon, the 9th C. M. 
Moneth, 1683. 


—_—_— O— 


H! then boly Moſt high God of Mercy and tender Compaſſion, 
look down with an Eye of Pity on the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
and ſend forth thy Light and Truth more and more, to guide the Pro- 
ple ont of the Broad Way of Deftruttion into thy narrow Way of Life, 
which leads to thy Holy Mountain, where there is no burting nor de- 
ftroying : O ! that through the glorious ont-ftretched Arm of thy S41- 
vation, Sin may be Fa ed, and Iniquity brought to anend, that the 
Righteouſneſs of Chrift Feſus (the dear Son of thy Love) may cover 
the Earth, asthe Waters cover the Sea: Ab! for thy Names ſake 
hear the Cry of the Poor, and Sighing of the Needy, and (tritch 
forth thy Arm and diliver thy oppreſſed out of their Diſtreſſss, that 
thy Creation, O Lord, may be eaſed, and thy great Name, aud the 
Noble As of thy Almighty Arm and divine Power may 06 renowned: 
gloriouſly through all Lands; Amen, Amen. 


THE E NDs 


John 3.5, 6, 


T1 9, 9, 10» 


